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Comments:

Because children comprise 25% of the nation’s population, spend much of their time
away from their parents, and studies show that as many as 63% of parents will ignore
response protocols and attempt to go to their child’s school during an emergency,
reunification plans are important. A robust and clearly communicated plan will help
alleviate parent concerns and keep everyone safer during an emergency.

Reunification plans need to include consideration for children with disabilities and
children without verbal skills.

Plans can help reduce the potential for children to be mistreated, abused, kidnapped, or
exploited during and after emergency situations.

Schools and child care centers are encouraged to maintain relationships with
community organizations that can be potentially helpful during emergencies. Sharing
emergency plans and conducting drills with local first responders is encouraged to
facilitate effective response.

All levels of private sector, federal, tribal, state, and local emergency response,
education, and human services organizations are addressed and provided with direction
on how to support emergency reunification planning, including by reaching out to local
schools and child care centers.
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f. Federal laws governing information sharing for children are addressed, along with
disaster response laws and laws governing people with disabilities.
g. Specific steps to be taken are listed in the event of three disaster situations:
i. Minor separated from parent or guardian
ii. Parent or guardian reports missing minor
iii. Minor reported to be missing is found to be deceased
h. A checklist provides guidance for incorporating reunification into existing emergency
preparedness and operations plans.
i. Many government and non-profit reunification resources and tools are listed.
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