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● You wi l l  be  a bl e  t o  de f i ne  home l e s s ne s s  unde r  t he  
Mc Ki nne y- Ve nt o Ac t

● You wi l l  be  a bl e  t o  de s c r i be  wha t  ma ke s  a  s t ude nt  
“ hi ghl y mobi l e ”

● You wi l l  be  a bl e  t o  de s c r i be  how hi gh mobi l i t y  
i mpa c t s  a  s t ude nt ' s  a c c e s s  t o  t he i r  l e a r ni ng 

● You wi l l  be  a bl e  t o  i de nt i f y  s t r a t e gi e s  t ha t  
e l e va t e  l e a r ni ng f or  hi ghl y mobi l e  s t ude nt s

Today’s outcom



Whatis the mckinney-vento (mkv) a

● Or i gi na l l y  pa s s e d i n  1987 t o a ddr e s s  t he  nume r ous  ba r r i e r s  
home l e s s  c hi l dr e n f a c e  i n  obt a i ni ng a  Fr e e ,  Appr opr i a t e ,  Publ i c  
Educ a t i on ( FAPE)  a nd r e a ut hor i z e d a s  Ti t l e  I X Pa r t  A  of  t he  
Eve r y St ude nt  Suc c e e ds  Ac t  i n  2016

● Out l i ne s  t he  r e s pons i bi l i t i e s  of  publ i c  s c hool  di s t r i c t s  t o:
○ Pr ovi de  s c hool  a c c e s s ,  s t a bi l i t y ,  a nd c ont i nui t y
○ Pr ovi de  s uppor t  f or  a c a de mi c  s uc c e s s
○ Pr ovi de  c hi l d- c e nt e r e d,  be s t  i nt e r e s t  de c i s i on ma ki ng i n  

or de r  t o  ke e p s t ude nt s  i n  s c hool
f or  s t ude nt s  who a r e  e xpe r i e nc i ng home l e s s ne s s



How does mkv define homelessn?

Students and families who lack a fixed, 
regular, and adequate nighttime residence

● Li vi ng wi t h f r i e nds  or  r e l a t i ve s  due  t o  e c onomi c  ha r ds hi p 
( “ doubl e d up” )

● Li vi ng i n  s he l t e r s ,  mot e l s ,  hot e l s ,  or  t r a ns i t i ona l  hous i ng 
● Li vi ng i n  s pa c e s  t ha t  a r e  not  s ui t a bl e  f or  huma n ha bi t a t i on 

( c a r s ,  pa r ks ,  or  home s  i n  di s r e pa i r ,  wi t hout  ut i l i t i e s ,  or  
i nf e s t e d)

● Ar e  mi gr a t or y c hi l dr e n l i vi ng i n  t he  a bove  c i r c ums t a nc e s
● Ar e  una c c ompa ni e d yout h
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What is an unaccompanied homele  ?

A youth who is qualified for McKinney - Vento and is 
not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian
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Why is “doubled up”considered hom

● Unc e r t a i n  r ul e s  a nd r out i ne s
● Pe r s ona l  c onf l i c t
● Ove r c r owdi ng
● Ba r r i e r s  t o  c ompl e t i ng home wor k
● La c k of  r e s t f ul  s l e e p
● Re s e nt me nt  f r om t hos e  i n  t he  

home
● Food i ns e c ur i t y

Presenter Notes
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What are your thoughts on the doubled up category? Have you had feedback from your systems or communities on this issue?



How does HOUSING INSTABI  impactyouth?

● La c k of  c ons i s t e nt  a c c e s s  t o  me di c a l ,  de nt a l ,  a nd me nt a l  
he a l t h c a r e

● Food i ns e c ur i t y
● Hi ghe r  r a t e s  of  s ui c i da l  i de a t i on
● Sus c e pt i bi l i t y  t o  t r a f f i c ki ng
● St i gma t i z a t i on a nd s t e r e ot ypi ng
● Chr oni c  t r a uma
● Hi ghe r  l i ke l i hood of  e xpe r i e nc i ng home l e s s ne s s  a s  a n a dul t

Presenter Notes
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How does HOUSING INSTABILITY  education?

● Hi gh mobi l i t y r e s ul t i ng i n  mul t i pl e  s c hool  c ha nge s  a nd 
i nt e r r upt i on t o  a c a de mi c  a nd gr a de - l e ve l  pr ogr e s s

● Cr owde d l i vi ng s i t ua t i ons  a nd l a c k of  s pa c e  t o  do 
uni nt e r r upt e d home wor k

● De ni a l  of  e nr ol l me nt  wi t hout  r e qui r e d doc ume nt a t i on due  
t o  mi s unde r s t a ndi ng of  Mc Ki nne y- Ve nt o r i ght s  a nd s e r vi c e s  

● La c k of  t r a ns por t a t i on t o  a nd f r om s c hool
● Di s pr opor t i ona t e  e xc l us i ona r y di s c i pl i ne  pr a c t i c e s
● Hi ghe r  r i s k  f or  c hr oni c  a bs e nt e e i s m,  t r ua nc y,  a nd dr opout
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What rightsare afforded to students un  

● Ac c e s s  t o  a  Mc Ki nne y- Ve nt o Home l e s s Educ a t i on Li a i s on i n  
t he i r  s c hool di s t r i c t

● I mme di a t e  e nr ol l me nt  wi t h f ul l  oppor t uni t y t o  s uc c e e d i n  
s c hool  f r e e  of  s t i gma  a nd e qua l  t o  t he i r  hous e d pe e r s  

● Choi c e  be t we e n t he  ne i ghbor hood s c hool  or  t he  s c hool  of  
or i gi n ( s c hool  l a s t  e nr ol l e d i n  or  a t t e nde d)

● Tr a ns por t a t i on a s s i s t a nc e  t o  t he  s c hool  of  or i gi n
● I mme di a t e  a c c e s s  t o  f r e e  s c hool  me a l s  a nd e duc a t i ona l  

s e r vi c e s  f or  whi c h t he y a r e  e l i gi bl e
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What are some of the red flagsof housing instab

● Me nt i on of  i na de qua t e  or  uns t a bl e  hous i ng
● Not  be i ng i n  t he  phys i c a l  c us t ody of  a  pa r e nt  or  l e ga l  

gua r di a n
● La c k of  pa r t i c i pa t i on i n  f i e l d t r i ps  a nd a f t e r  s c hool  

a c t i vi t i e s
● Unme t  me di c a l  a nd de nt a l  ne e ds
● Chr oni c  hunge r  or  f ood hoa r di ng
● Fa t i gue  or  s l e e pi ng i n  c l a s s
● We a r i ng t he  s a me  c l ot he s  f or  s e ve r a l  da ys
● Nume r ous  a bs e nc e s  or  f r e que nt  t a r di ne s s
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Statistics

In January 2020, there were 
580,466 people experiencing 

homelessness in America.

Families with children make 
up 30% of the homeless 

population.

Unaccompanied youth (under 
age 25) account for six 

percent of the larger group.

In Colorado:
• 9,846 people are experiencing 

homelessness.
• 21,560 students are experiencing 

family homelessness.
• 2,646 Unaccompanied Youth are 

experiencing homelessness. 

References:
• Metro Denver Homeless Initiatives 

Point in Time Count, 2021.
• Colorado Department of Education, 

2021.



In adams county

● Ada ms  Count y e xpe r i e nc e s  t he  hi ghe s t  r a t e  of  s t ude nt  
home l e s s ne s s  i n  t he  s t a t e ,  e duc a t i ng r oughl y 12% of  
Col or a do’ s  home l e s s  s t ude nt s

● 4% of  t he  ove r a l l  s t ude nt  popul a t i on of  Ada ms  12 Fi ve  
St a r  Sc hool s  i s  i de nt i f i e d a s  home l e s s

● Ada ms  12 ha s  t he  l a r ge s t  numbe r  of  Af gha n e va c ue e  
s t ude nt s  i n  t he  s t a t e  of  Col or a do 



WHAT IS A “HIGHLY MOBILESTUDE

● St ude nt s  who a r e  e xpe r i e nc i ng home l e s s ne s s
● St ude nt s  who a r e  i nvol ve d wi t h t he  c hi l d we l f a r e  s ys t e m,  

e i t he r  i n  f or ma l  f os t e r  c a r e  or  i nf or ma l  ki ns hi p c a r e
● St ude nt s  whos e  pa r e nt s  move  f r om pl a c e  t o  pl a c e  l ooki ng 

f or  a gr i c ul t ur a l / s e a s ona l  e mpl oyme nt
● St ude nt s  who ha ve  f l e d f r om t he i r  c ount r y of  or i gi n 

a nd/ or  be e n r e s e t t l e d i n  t he  U. S.
● St ude nt s  whos e  l i vi ng c i r c ums t a nc e s  put  t he m a t  r i s k of  

mul t i pl e  s c hool  move s

Presenter Notes
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RESEARCHSAYS…

- Student turnover, especially during the school year, adversely 
affects student achievement not just of mobile students, but 
everyone in the school , as increased time is spent bringing all 
students to the same point in the curriculum, developing normal 
procedures, and integrating parents into school programs

- School transfers during kindergarten often cause students, to lag 
behind their peers in overall academic achievement and grade 
promotion throughout grade school

- Students who transfer schools three or more times during their 
academic careers are far more likely than their non - mobile peers to 
repeat a grade, be suspended or expelled from school, and experience 
emotional or behavioral problems

Presenter Notes
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What can schools do to support the academic progressof HIGH  
MOBILE students?

● I de nt i f y a nd r e move  ba r r i e r s  ( t r a ns por t a t i on,  f ood 
i ns e c ur i t y ,  l a c k of  s uppl i e s ,  e t c )

● De s i gna t e  Si ngl e  Poi nt s  of  Cont a c t s  a t  t he  s c hool  
● Conne c t  s t ude nt s  t o  t ut or i ng a nd c r e di t  r e c ove r y
● Suppor t  s t ude nt s  wi t h oppor t uni t i e s  f or  pos t s e c onda r y 

r e a di ne s s



What can schools do to support the social-emotional well
of HIGHLY MOBILE students?

● Es t a bl i s h me nt or s hi p pr ogr a ms  a nd i nt e nt i ona l  c onne c t i ons  
wi t h t r us t e d a dul t s

● Conne c t  s t ude nt s  wi t h r e c r e a t i ona l  oppor t uni t i e s  out s i de  
of  s c hool  

● Suppor t  s t ude nt s  wi t h e xt r a c ur r i c ul a r  a c t i vi t i e s  a t  s c hool
● Educ a t e  a l l  s c hool  s t a f f  on t he  uni que  ne e ds  of  hi ghl y 

mobi l e  s t ude nt s



What can schools do to support the familiesOF HIGHLY  
STUDENTS?

● Conne c t  f a mi l i e s  t o  c ommuni t y r e s our c e s  ( hous i ng,  
me di c a l  c a r e ,  de nt a l  c a r e ,  me nt a l  he a l t h  c a r e ,  l e ga l  
s e r vi c e s ,  l a undr y s e r vi c e s ,  e t c )

● Ens ur e  e l i gi bl e  f a mi l i e s  ha ve  Me di c a i d,  SNAP,  a nd ot he r  
publ i c  be ne f i t s

● Es t a bl i s h s c hool - ba s e d r e s our c e  r ooms  a nd di r e c t  
pr ovi s i on of  ba s i c  r e s our c e s  a nd s c hool  s uppl i e s



When families feel supportedthey thriv

We arrived in Broomfield unsure of how we would find housing after our lease ended in 
Clear Creek county and I was laid off due to the pandemic. We met a homeless outreach 
case worker when we were living in our pop - up camper. She walked us through the 
enrollment process at the middle school. We never imagined how supportive a school could 
be. The homeless outreach staff at the school dispelled all of our fears about being in 
a new town and having absolutely no support. The McKinney - Vento liaison and school staff 
made us feel like we were a part of the community and that we belonged, regardless of 
our housing status. The Refuge in Broomfield assisted us with Code Blue hotel vouchers 
for the severe winter nights. Broomfield FISH helped us with food during times when we 
were not yet connected with SNAP benefits. One day the McKinney - Vento liaison introduced 
me to a caseworker from an agency called Almost Home. Before we knew it, we were housed. 
We were able to donate our pop - up camper to another un - housed family. It has been a 
beautiful season, despite the obvious difficulties. If we ever doubted that kindness and 
unconditional love are thriving in our community, we certainly experienced a warm and 
lasting embrace that has changed our lives forever.

- Adams 12 Parent



Our studentshave a lot to tea  

When I was in elementary school my mother and I moved from house to house and had regular stints 
of homeless. We eventually found a home and lived there for three years. It was pretty good 
except for my acting out. This is mostly because my mom was not the best mom. She would often 
leave spontaneously and I would be left alone and would have to fend for myself. One day in the 
eighth grade I came home, not to my mom, but to my uncle Phil who sat me down and said she had 
lung cancer. I just sat there and cried because I knew she smoked at least three packs a day but 
I thought my mom was invincible. I thought nothing could hurt her, that nothing could take her 
down. I remember thinking about the last time I saw her. We were in each other’s face cussing 
each other out. I guess I was just venting because I hated being at my Uncles. I hated having to 
conform to his rules. I hated myself for being so selfish and hateful to my mom. I couldn’t say 
any of that. All I could do was hold her hand and think about all the missed opportunities. I 
had a hard time with depression but eventually, I reached acceptance that my Mom was gone and 
the only thing I can do is be better than she could have ever imagined I could be. After being 
passed around from family member to family member, I am on my own. I am a high school senior and 
my one goal is to go to college and make something of myself, so my children will never 
experience what I have.

- Re c i pi e nt  of  t he  Ada ms  12 Ai m f or  t he  St a r s  Sc hol a r s hi p,  a nd c ur r e nt  s t ude nt  a t  Me t r o St a t e  



Get started

● Fi nd out  who your  di s t r i c t ’ s  Mc Ki nne y- Ve nt o l i a i s on( s )  i s / a r e
● Ma ke  s ur e  your  s c hool  ha s  Mc Ki nne y- Ve nt o i nf or ma t i on c l e a r l y pos t e d
● Ar r a nge  a  yout h home l e s s ne s s  pr e s e nt a t i on f or  your  s c hool
● Wr i t e  l e t t e r s  i n  s uppor t  of  mor e  s e r vi c e s  a nd/ or  i ni t i a t i ve s  f or  

Home l e s s  Yout h t o  c i t y  of f i c i a l s  a nd l e gi s l a t or s
● Se e k out  pa r t ne r s hi p wi t h your  di s t r i c t ’ s  Educ a t i on Founda t i on
● Expl or e  a ddi ng a  r e s our c e  r oom t o your  s c hool  or  di s t r i c t
● Advoc a t e  f or  me nt or s hi p a nd t ut or i ng pr ogr a ms
● Me e t  f a mi l i e s  whe r e  t he y’ r e  a t … bot h l i t e r a l l y a nd f i gur a t i ve l y

Believe in every student’s potential
.





Join us!

November Is Scan here for  
Homeless You  

AWareness Mo  
Toolkit, courtesy   
Colorado Depart  
of Education and  
State McKinney-Vento 

Coordinator Pau  
Gumina!



Lisle Reed
lisle.m.reed@adams12.org

303-974-8195

mailto:lisle.m.reed@adams12.org
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