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Connections Matter

Lisle Reed, M.Ed.
Whole Child Initiatives Coordinator

Adams 12 Five Star Schools

Homeless Education (McKinney-Vento)
Student and Family Outreach Program

Child Welfare Education
Health & Wellness

Restorative Practices

Today’s Outcomes

● You will be able to identify the components of and process 
for facilitating an authentic connection circle

● You will be able to describe the difference between 
conversation starters and conversation stoppers when 
working with youth

● You will be able to pinpoint opportunities to use restorative 
language and explain how this is key in helping students 
advocate for their social-emotional needs
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Who Am I?

Ready to Go

The Struggle Is Real
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Sharing is Caring…

Connection Circles
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Setting Yourself Up For 
Success

Creating the 
CircleCheck everything that will affect your impact as the facilitator

Remind participants of The Agreements and the Guidelines

Reassure participants that they may pass if they choose

Explain the significance of the talking piece and how participants can 
communicate non verbally
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Question Round

Connection Round

Take the Pulse

Staying Trauma-Aware and Culturally 
Responsive

Connection Circle Rule #1: Do no harm.
Rules #2-Infinity: See Rule 1.
Considerations:

● Provide questions ahead of time
● Do not force a student to answer
● Be mindful of the depth of the questions
● Situational awareness!
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Connection and relationships are the foundation for 
Restorative Approaches

You Cannot Restore What Does Not 
Exist

Restorative Approaches are a philosophy or guiding 
principle that sees relationships as central to student 
learning and growth. Restorative practices focus on 

building, maintaining and, when necessary, repairing
relationships among all members of a school 

community. These practices build a caring school 
community that supports students, staff and 

administrators in feeling connected and valued. 
Restorative practices create safe schools where all 

members of the community are responsible for 
building an inclusive, respectful school culture.
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What’s the Difference Between RP and RJ?
Restorative Practices:
● Build connections, relationships, and community
● Exist as part of a school-wide philosophy
● Are focused on prevention

Restorative Justice:
● Takes place once harm has occurred
● Is focused on response

Both:
● Empower both youth and adults
● Emphasize learning and skill-building
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Impromptu Restorative Conversations 
“Hallway Chats”™

™ Andrea Overton

Get Curious!
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This takes extreme…
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What Impedes Success?

“What’s happening that’s unfortunate is that restorative justice 
is being seen as just an alternative to suspension. People at 
every level of the school community need to be on board and 
fully immersed in both the practice and philosophy of 
restorative justice. We define restorative justice as a shift in 
culture. We don’t change culture quickly.” 

-Yolanda Anyon, Assistant Professor 
University of Denver School of Social Work

Some Stop Valves
● Model with adults!
● Emphasize the impact restoration has on those who 

have been harmed
● Provide the research
● Encourage slow adoption
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Every Kid (Human) Needs a Champion

Rita Pierson
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Lisle.M.Reed@adams12.org
720-972-6011 (office)
303-974-8195 (cell)


