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DATE:  July 24, 2003 
 
TO:  MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 
FROM: Raymond T. Slaughter, Director 
  Colorado Division of Criminal Justice 
 
SUBJECT: Interim Prison Population Projections – June 30, 2003 
 
This memorandum serves to update the Division of Criminal Justice’s 2002 
Adult Prison and Parole Populations to reflect fiscal year-end inmate 
population figures as of June 30, 2003. It is important to note that these 
interim figures are the result of a recalibration of the 2002 Projection Models. 
New models were not developed since new data are not available mid-year.  
Because of the DOC resources required to extract the necessary data to 
develop these models, data are only requested for annual projections. 
 

• DCJ predicted that adult prison populations would reach 19,295 by July 
1, 2003, a 6.9 percent increase from fiscal year 2002.  During FY 2002, 
the inmate population had grown by 7.2 percent.  The actual 
population for June 30, 2003 was 18,846, an increase of 4.4 percent.  
The population has grown at a lower rate than expected, and 
these interim projections have been adjusted to reflect slower 
growth.  
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• DCJ’s model predicted that male inmates would total 17,624 at the end 
of June 2003.  This figure is 2.3 percent higher than the actual male 
inmate population of 17,226.  The male prison population increased 
4.15 percent between FY02 and FY03, compared to an increase of 
6.75 percent between FY01 and FY02.  The fluctuations in the 
percentage of growth observed can be viewed in Figure 1, attached.  

  
• DCJ predicted that 1,671 females would be incarcerated by June 30, 

2003. This figure is 3.1 percent above the actual population of 1,620.  
The percentage increase (8.0 percent) in female inmates between 
FY02 and FY03 was considerably less than the 12.3 percent 
increase between FY01 and FY02. The variations in the percentage 
of growth observed are shown in Figure 2.  

 
• DCJ originally predicted a total parole caseload of 6,371 compared to 

the actual parole caseload of 6,764 for June 30, 2003. The total parole 
caseload decreased 2.1 percent between June 2001 and June 2002.  
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In contrast, the number of parolees increased 18.3 percent between 
June 2002 and June 2003.  The fiscal year-end caseload of parolees 
supervised in Colorado increased from 5,717 as of June 30, 2002 to 
6,764 for June 30, 2003. The fluctuations in the percentage of growth 
in the actual parole caseload are displayed in Figure 5. 

 
Projections were adjusted to more closely align projected and actual figures 
as follows: 
 

• Recalibrations for the male inmate population reflect lower than 
projected regular commitments, technical violations and parole 
violations resulting from a new crime.  Projections for female inmates 
were only adjusted downward for regular commitments and technical 
violators.  Table 1 provides new inmate population projections.  
Figures 3 and 4 demonstrate the pattern of growth observed for the 
male and female populations, respectively.  

 
• The recalibrations of the parole population include the July 2003 

discharge of 275 parolees no longer subject to post-release 
supervision per Senate Bill 03-252.  Though these projections are 
typically based on the actual numbers as of June 30, the projections 
shown in Table 2 take this significant event into account.  















 
 


