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Investigators need one of three elements to solve a crime: a witness, physical
evidence, or a confession (Klockars & Mastrofski, 1991 as cited in Willis, et al.,
2018). These elements may not be as reliable as desired — witness statements may be misrepresented,
physical evidence may be unavailable, and suspect confessions may be fabricated. However, the use of ALPR
can help corroborate or disprove these elements by providing objective data on a vehicle’s whereabouts
during a specific time and place (Byrne & Marx, 2011 as cited in Willis, et al., 2018). A 2020 survey
conducted by the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) found that 65% of participating local police departments
used ALPR (Goodison & Brooks, 2023).

ALPR can be used to assist in locating a person of interest (e.g., suspect, victim, missing person), provide
information and assistance to an ongoing investigation, or for crime prevention and public safety strategies,
but the most notable usage of ALPR is for identifying and locating stolen vehicles. Colorado continues to
lead the nation in motor vehicle thefts (MVT) with a rate of 785.7 per 100K residents compared to the U.S.
rate of 282.7 in 2022. In 2023, the MVT rate per 100K residents was at 654.8, a 17% decrease from 2022 (see
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e Increase arrest rates due to quicker response times using real-time data and alerts.
e Collects millions of vehicle and license plate data to investigate current and historical crimes.
e Data collected can provide a geographic timeline of vehicle travel patterns (EFF, n.d.).

Additional Information & Resources
Major Cities Chiefs Association (MCCA), ALPR Working Group, Recommendations & Considerations (pdf)

CATPA: Template Guide for Funding an ALPR System - ALPR Standards and Requirements (pdf)

IACP: License Plate Reader (LPR) Systems: Use Cases (pdf; IACP, 2024)

Check if a vehicle is stolen: Colorado Bureau of Investigation (CBI): Motor Vehicle (VIN) Verification System
Check if a VIN matches the vehicle: National Higshway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) VIN Decoder
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