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Source: Denver International Airport 4
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Of American Indian /Alaska Native live in 
urban Indians are Tribal people currently 

living off  Federally-defined Tribal lands in 
urban areas. 

71% Of American Indian 
/Alaska Native live in 

urban areas
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(Adcock 2021; Davis, Jensen, and Kitchens 2011; Moran 2021)



Source: LB154 Report: Prevalence of Missing Native American 
Women and Children in Nebraska 8



Source: NIJ whitepaper by Chakraborty (2019) 

Ref: LB154 Report: Prevalence of Missing Native American Women and Children in Nebraska
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Domestic Violence

Sexual Violence

Trafficking

Substance Abuse

Mental Health Challenges

A lack of affordable housing/homelessness

Poverty 
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Develop

Develop Model 
Protocols and 
Procedures to 
apply to new and 
unsolved cases

Establish

Establish a multi-
disciplinary, multi-
jurisdictional team 
including reps 
from Tribal Law 
Enforcement, 
Department of 
Justice (DOJ) and 
Department of 
Interior (DOI). 

Address

Address the need 
for clarity 
concerning roles, 
authorities, and 
jurisdiction 

Conduct

Conduct 
appropriate 
consultations 
with Tribal 
governments 



“”Lady Justice" Pending permission from DG Smalling, Choctaw 
Nation 15



Nonprofit group Seeding Sovereignty 
commissioned this piece by Indigenous youth artist 
Jackie Fawn to recognize missing and murdered 
Indigenous women. (Image via Facebook)
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Creator: Dave Kolpack Credit: AP 18
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Answer: Not Invisible Act and Savanna’s Act 
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Credit: Denver Public Library Special Collections
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Term “Indian” is used throughout 
the Presentation and Manual

Used in Federal Laws, journals, 
and research  as an identifying 
term for an Indigenous person

For clarity and continuity, the term 
will be used only when necessary 
for referencing  and less confusion.  
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“Indian Princess”

“Low man on the totem pole”

“Sitting Indian style”

“Let’s have a wow”

“too many chiefs, not enough Indians”

“Indian giver”

“circle the wagon” 
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Credit: Museums of Western Colorado
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Source: The Indigenous Foundation: Two portraits of Tom Torlino. Photographs, courtesy of the Cumberland 
County Historical Society, Carlisle, Pennsylvania 29
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All land within the limits of any 
Indian reservation under the 
jurisdiction of the U.S Government

All dependent Indian communities 
within the borders of the United 
States whether within the original 
or subsequently acquired territory. 
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Photo: members of the Blackfoot Tribe meeting with Commissioner of Indian Affairs John Collier in 1934. Source Library of Congress 34
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Credit: CBI Missing Person Unit 37



18 USC 1152 General Crimes Act

18 USC 1153 Major Crimes Act

Public Law 280 ( Where & Who it applies)

Public Law 290 

Tribal Law and Order Act

Violence Against Woman Act 2013 & Reauthorization of 
2022

Special Domestic Violence Jurisdictional Criminal 
Jurisdiction (SDVJC)
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Enacted in 1953

Removed federal government authority to 
prosecute  Indian country crimes( MCA and 
General Crimes) 

Authorizes six states to prosecute most crimes 
that occurred in Indian Country. 

Colorado was not included in PL-280. 
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Indian Status Type of Crime
Major Crime
(as defined by Major Crimes 
Act (MCA)

All Other Crimes

Indian perpetrator, 
Indian Victim*

Federal (under MCA) and tribal 
jurisdiction

Tribal Jurisdiction

Indian perpetrator, 
Non-Indian Victim**

Federal (under MCA) and tribal 
jurisdiction

Federal (under General Crimes 
Act) and Tribal Jurisdiction

Non-Indian perpetrator, 
Indian Victim

Federal Jurisdiction(under 
General crimes act. ***

Federal (under General crimes 
act Jurisdiction ***

Non-Indian perpetrator, 
Non-Indian Victim

State Jurisdiction State Jurisdiction 

Source: https://www.tribal-institute.org/lists/jurisdiction.htm 41

https://www.tribal-institute.org/lists/jurisdiction.htm
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Recommended Source Material: 
Domestic Violence – A Coordinated Response Through Community Policing [Colorado Coalition Against Domestic Violence (CACDV)] http://ccadv.org/ 
Colorado Peace Officers Handbook, Latest edition. Blue360 Media. 
A Typology of Domestic Violence: intimate terrorism, violent resistance, and situational couple violence by Michael P. Johnson 
Violence Against Women. Paul Thomas Clements, PhD, RN; Jennifer Pierce-Weeks, RN, SANE-P, SANE-A; Karyn E. Holt, PhD, CNM; A (Publisher: STM Learning, Inc.) 
Police and professionals’ views and actions relating to domestic violence and women with intellectual disabilities, Journal of Applied Research in Intellectual Disabilities, Wiley-Blackwell, 2018. provided in Commission toolkit 
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(Vera.org: building trust through trauma-informed policing) 51



(Source: Author; Altovise Love-Craighead: Vera.org: building trust through trauma-informed policing) 52



IACP  Model Policy on Domestic Violence (April 2019) 53
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Source: National American Indian Court 55
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Source: ISAAC Coordinated Community Response to Sexual Assault 58



Source: DHS BLUE Campaign 59



Indicators of a victim

Signs that indicate lack of freedom

Scripted Responses (Coached)

Financial dependance 

Appears anxious, guarded, nervous

Signs of control

Denial and attempt to appear unharmed

Distrustful, fear being arrested (Undocumented victims)

Source: DHS BLUE Campaign 60
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A Law Enforcement shall not refuse acceptance of missing person based on time
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1. The person must have gone missing from Colorado 

2. The missing person must be of Indigenous decent 

3.The request for a Missing Indigenous Person Alert (MIPA) 
must come from a law enforcement agency.

4. The missing person must be entered as missing in 
CCIC/NCIC and their race must be listed as (I) for Indigenous 
(If no option for Indigenous, select Native American)
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Source: https://cbi.colorado.gov/sections/investigations/missing-persons 72

https://cbi.colorado.gov/sections/investigations/missing-persons


* Reports of child running away multiple times is considered its own separate event. 73



Source: https://www.missingkids.org/theissues 74

https://www.missingkids.org/theissues


Missing and Murdered Indigenous Relatives 75



76



Source: Colorado MMIR Taskforce
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America’s Missing Broadcast Emergency Response (AMBER)

Medina Alert – Hit and Run

Endangered and missing/Media Alert

Silver Alert

Blue Alert  - Seriously Injured or Killed Law Enforcement Officer

Source; https://cbi.colorado.gov/alerts 81
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Source: Understanding DNA Testing and Reporting 83
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 https://cbi.colorado.gov/sections/forensic-services/operation-manuals
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How to ben an ally to indigenous Peoples; A white paper in the spirit of a red paper 87
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https://ovc.ojp.gov/program/vtt/what-is-vicarious-trauma
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