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Prison population began to
decline in 2010

Figure 1. Colorado prison population, Fiscal Year End 1990-2017
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Data source: Colorado Department of Corrections Monthly Capacity and Population Reports. Available at:
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdoc/departmental-reports-and-statistics
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Admissions declined, then
increased, then parole TVs
declined significantly, then....

Figure 2. Quarterly figures: Total inmate population and women population, July 2012-June 2017
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Data source: Colorado Department of Corrections Monthly Capacity and Population Reports. Available at: https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdoc/departmental-reports-and-statistics
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DCJ prison population forecast
predicted growth

Figure 3: Actual and projected total prison population FY 2005 through FY 2023:
Comparison of DCJ December 2015, December 2016, and Summer 2017 Prison Population Projections
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Data source: Actual population figures FY 2005 through FY 2016: Colorado Department of Corrections Monthly Capacity and Population
Reports. Available at: https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdoc/departmental-reports-and-statistics
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Arrests increasing

Table 1. Colorado Arrests CY 2012 to 2016
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Data source: CBI Beyond 20/20.
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Also: Ratio of arrests to
filings increasing slightly.



Criminal filings increasing

Figure 4. Correspondence of Colorado criminal court filings FY 2000 through FY 2016 and new court

commitments in following years
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Data Sources: Colorado Dept. of Corrections Annual Statistical Reports; Colorado Judicial Branch Annual Statistical Reports, FY 2000-FY 2016. District
and county court filings are included, with the exception of Denver County court.
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Felony DUI, drugs, MVT, assault

* Felony DUI. The passage of HB 15-1043, which created a class of felony
DUI offenders, increased admissions to prison much more quickly than
expected, with 110 offenders admitted to prison with a felony DUI as
their most serious crime during FY 2016 alone.

e Cases sentenced to DOC. An analysis of district court cases sentenced to
DOC in 2015 and 2016 found the following offense types increased in
2016. Most notable was drug possession, which increased by 17%
overall, and by 24% for women.

* Drug possession 17%
e Drug distribution 12%
* Motor vehicle theft 15%
e Assault 16%
e Forgery/fraud 15%

Weapons 10%
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Probation revocations increasing
slightly

Figure 5. Adult probation revocations sentenced to DOC: FY 2006 — FY 2015
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Source: Colorado State Judicial Branch. Colorado Judicial Branch Annual Recidivism Reports. Denver, CO: Colorado Judicial Branch, Division of Probation Services.
Available at http://www.courts.state.co.us/Administration/Unit.cfm?Unit=eval
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Jail backlog variation not atypica

Figure 6. Jail backlog, June 2005-June 2017
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Data source: Colorado Department of Corrections Monthly Capacity and Population Reports. Available at:
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdoc/departmental-reports-and-statistics
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Life without parole and
Lifetime Supervision Act of 1998

Figure 7. Inmates with life sentences, June 2001-March 2017
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Data source: https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdoc/departmental-reports-and-statistics
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Prison releases declining

Figure 8. Total prison releases FY 2014 through March 2017, by quarter
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Data sources: Colorado Department of Corrections Monthly Capacity and Population Reports. Available at:
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdoc/departmental-reports-and-statistics
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Releases to parole declining

Figure 9. Releases to parole by type FY 2014 through March 2017, by quarter
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Data sources: Colorado Department of Corrections Monthly Capacity and Population Reports. Available at:
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdoc/departmental-reports-and-statistics

Presented to the Colorado Commission on Criminal and Juvenile Justice, 8/11/2017 12


https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdoc/departmental-reports-and-statistics

e Very strong growth in the Colorado adult population is
expected in upcoming years, particularly for those
within the 24-44 year old age range.

e This growth is expected to accelerate, especially
between FY 2017 and FY 2020, according to the state
Demographer’s Office.

 The Demographer’s Office estimates growth in the
overall Colorado Population at a rate of approximately
100,000 per year through at least 2028.
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Figure 10: Actual and projected total prison population FY 2005 through
FY 2023: Comparison of DCJ Prison Population Projections:
December 2015, December 2016, and Summer 2017
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* Probation revocations increasing

e Life/indeterminate sentences stack up in prison

* Prison releases declining

e State population growth
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