
 
FY2020 RECOMMENDATION/FY20-AD01 Incorporate Standards to Formally Recognize 
and Address the Needs of Young Adults in Probation Supervision [Policy] 

Status: Implementation Unknown 

Actions/Updates 

2023 UPDATE (JUNE) 
During the FY 2023 Legislative Session, Senate Bill 2023-158 to reauthorize the Colorado 
Commission on Criminal and Juvenile Justice (CCJJ) was postponed indefinitely on May 7, 
2023. Therefore, with the sunset of the Commission, all activities of the CCJJ ceased on June 30, 
2023.   
  
No further monitoring of CCJJ recommendations will occur. 
  
2020 UPDATE 
This recommendation, approved by the Commission on July 10, 2020, is dependent on action by 
the Division of Probation Services. This recommendation was derived from the work on the 
CCJJ mandates included in House Bill 2019-1149. The report in response to this mandate is 
available on the CCJJ Reports webpage (see the "Age of Delinquency Report" [Aug. 2020] at, 
ccjj.colorado.gov/ccjj-reports). 

Description 

Adult probation supervision standards promulgated by the Judicial Department should be 
modified and expanded by July 1, 2021 to create specific standards associated with probation 
supervision of young adults (18-24 year olds). These supervision standards should reflect current 
research and knowledge about age and brain development, especially regarding matters such as 
impulsivity, risk taking, and appreciating consequences of actions taken. Further, these standards 
should be guided by evidence-based or emerging best practices regarding the supervision of 
young adults, including case management approaches, involvement of the family in supervision 
efforts, responses to violations, the use of appropriate assessment tools, the use of restorative 
justice principles and practices, and partnerships with providers and the community to meet the 
needs of this population.  
  
The implementation of this policy update should include the following:  
-Training regarding brain development, 
-Targeted interventions based on brain science,  
-The need for development of partnerships with service providers and other community 
stakeholders to meet the needs of this population, 
-Restorative justice, 



-Assessment and case planning; case planning that incorporates educational/vocational training 
and life skills.  
-Technical assistance should be provided to probation departments to facilitate the 
implementation of best practices. 

Agencies Responsible 

Division of Probation Services and Office of the State Court Administrator 

Discussion 

Chief Justice Directive 16-01 requires the State Court Administrator to submit annually to the 
Supreme Court for approval the Standards for Probation in Colorado. The Division of Probation 
Services and the Chief Probation Officers Counsel review and update the standards annually. It 
is recommended that standards regarding young adults be addressed in the revisions that are 
developed by July 2021.  
  
Recent neuroscience research helps explain why young adults require specialized, age-
appropriate interventions. The brain — and, in particular, the prefrontal cortex — continues to 
develop well into an individual’s twenties.[Footnotes 1 and 2] The prefrontal cortex is the area 
most responsible for reasoning, self-control, and executive functioning. As a result, young adults 
struggle with issues around decision-making, impulse control, and organized planning compared 
to older adults. Simultaneously, they are more susceptible to peer pressure than any other age 
group. In combination, these factors can lead to increased intersection with the criminal justice 
system.[Footnote 3] 
  
This recommendation will impact thousands of young adults because probation supervision is the 
most common sentence for this age group. In fact, in 2019, 63% of defendants who were 18-24 
years old at the case filing date and were sentenced in district, county and juvenile delinquency 
courts received probation supervision (n=10,651).[Footnote 4]   
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