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Ex-offenders face many challenges rebuilding their lives after 
prison. Studies show that finding employment is a key factor in 
preventing recidivism.  
 
 Own Your Future 
has the tools and 
features to help 
find job and 
career pathways, 
understand 
barriers they may 
face and begin to 
move down the 
road to personal 
success. 
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Complex topics such as 
financial aid are explained 
in a straightforward 
manner.  
 

An intuitive design means  
that anyone can use the 
site independently. 
 

Pages are not text-heavy. 
 

Activities are interactive 
when possible.  
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  To ensure we met the needs of 
ex-offenders, we: 

 
• Conducted more than a dozen 

focus group discussions. 
 

• Held workshops with 
incarcerated individuals in two 
local correctional facilities. 
 

• Researched the barriers ex-
offenders face. 
 

• Asked subject matter experts 
to review content as the site 
was built. 
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Professionals that work 
with this population 
have access to user 
portfolios and Individual 
Career and Academic 
Plans 
 
• Monitor work 
• Analyze use 
• Provide the guidance 

critical for success 
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In the Housing content, 
for example… 

Multiple locations in the site 
for dozens of topics. 
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College in Colorado – Live Site 
Demonstration or Video Tour * 

* Link requires internet connection 
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https://secure.collegeincolorado.org/own_your_future/how_to_own_your_future/video_tour.aspx
https://secure.collegeincolorado.org/own_your_future/how_to_own_your_future/video_tour.aspx


Get the most out of 
Own Your Future by 
starting with three 
simple activities:  
 
• How to Own     

Your Future 
 

• Start Here 
 

• Fact or Myth 
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This screen allows ex-offenders to select 
what their greatest concerns are… and 
then the system provides links to 
assistance content and activities. 
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Includes information about 
housing, transportation, 

budgeting money and time, 
and maintaining and creating 

healthy relationships 

Your Life 
Landing Page 
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Getting the  
Job; Content 

and Activities 
Series 

Includes tools to 
create a resume that 
can be saved, tips 
for interviews and 
sample job 
applications 
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Completed 
Portfolio 

Activities: 
Work Experiences 

Job Search Activities 

Finding a Job:  
Work in 
Progress 

View 
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Marked Activities 
not Yet 

Completed: 
Navigation helps user 

continue where they 
left off 

Your Work 
Landing 

Page with 
Progress 

Notes 
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Back to 
School 

Landing 
Page 

Presented to the Colorado Commission on 
Criminal and Juvenile Justice, 8/9/13  15 



• Research shows there is a drastically 
decreased likelihood of an educated 
ex-offender reoffending 

• Even if education does not immediately 
translate into a job, education has 
been shown to improve confidence, 
which reduces recidivism 

• Possibilities of finding a job increase 
with higher education 

The Current 
Job Market 
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Seth Lee:* 
https://secure.collegeincolorado.org/own_your_future/vi
deos/seth.aspx 
 
Ken Sierra:* 
College in Colorado - Ex-offender Testimony – Ken 

* Link requires internet connection 
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https://secure.collegeincolorado.org/own_your_future/videos/seth.aspx
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Dawn Taylor Owens, Executive Director, College In Colorado 
 
Lance Carl, Director of Student Motivation 
 
Julia Pirnack, Director of Web and Curriculum Development 
 

CollegeInColorado.org 
 

OwnYourFutureColorado.com 
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https://secure.collegeincolorado.org/
https://secure.collegeincolorado.org/Own_Your_Future/_default.aspx
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