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Colorado Municipal Judges Association’s  
Mission 

“To improve the quality of justice prevailing in the municipal courts 
of the State of Colorado by enhancing the professionalism and 
judicial skills of the judges presiding over those courts and 
promoting respect and support for the integrity of the Colorado 
municipal court system.”
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Number of Colorado Municipal Courts 
(To Date) 

215
Established by the Colorado Constitution, 
Article XX, Section 6(b) or

By Statute, Title 13, Article 10
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Colorado Municipal Judges Association 
Engagement & Advocacy 

• Community Outreach and Engagement

• State Legislative and Policy Advocacy

•Creating and Providing Resources to the

Community.
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Types of Municipal Court Cases: 

• Traffic

• Civil Infractions

• Municipal Code Violations

• Criminal Offenses

• Juvenile
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Specialty Courts Offered by Colorado Municipalities
“Problem Solving Courts”  

Specialty courts offer a non-traditional approach to integrating treatment provisions and 
criminal justice case proceedings to minimize the number of repeat offenders and offer 
assistance outside the courtroom. 

• Teen Court (addressing juvenile offenses)

• Outreach Court (addressing homelessness & employment barriers)

• Wellness Court (addressing substance abuse & mental health issues)

• Veterans Court (addressing substance abuse & mental health issues)

Community engagement is key!
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Specialized Juvenile Programs
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Problem Solving Courts and Services
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Reform For Municipal Courts
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Case Numbers in Comparison:
County Court Cases 2018 FY 

County Court Criminal Filings 

Adams 5,254
Arapahoe 3,746
Boulder 2,687
Broomfield 486
Denver 6,736
Douglas 1,350
El Paso 7,281
Jefferson 4,777
Larimer 3,282
Mesa 2,520
Pueblo 2,715
Weld 3,063
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Case Numbers in Comparison (cont.)
Sample Survey of (27) Municipal Courts - Average Criminal Cases Per Year

County
Jurisdiction

City/Town 2015-2018
Criminal Cases 
Average

Adams Arvada 1,600

Brighton 709

Commerce 
City 

1,237

Federal 
Heights

500

Northglenn 976

Thornton 2,500

Westminster 2,505

Arapahoe Aurora 17,400

Glendale 491

Englewood 1,750

Littleton 750

Boulder Boulder 3,900

Louisville 144

County
Jurisdiction

City/Town 2015-2018
Criminal 
Cases 
Average

Boulder Lafayette 488

Douglas Castle Rock 1,434

El Paso Colorado 
Springs 

3,658

Jefferson Lakewood 3,928

Golden 392

Larimer Fort. Collins 2,502

Loveland 1,020

Wellington 35

Mesa Palisade 54

Pueblo Pueblo 5,840

Weld Firestone 235

Eaton 140

Frederick 77

County
Jurisdiction

City/Town 2015-2018
Criminal 
Cases 
Average

Weld Hudson 25

Longmont 1,160
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The Importance of Municipal Courts 

64 Counties in Colorado - 271 Incorporated Municipalities 

Municipal Courts…

• Are the only Courts that the vast majority of our community members will ever come in
contact with as part of the criminal justice system.

• Can be described as the first line of recourse in a community when dealing with criminal
behavior.

• Focus more municipal resources and attention on first time offenders, reducing the
number of repeat offenders.

• Provide municipal resources to address community issues, such as: homelessness,
substance abuse, mental health, etc.

• Reduce the workload of the District and County criminal courts.
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Questions? 

Shawn Day, Aurora Municipal Judge
Pretrial Task Force & CCJJ Member
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