Integrated Pest Management in Schools:

Its Role in Improving Academic Achievement
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Colorado Coalition

The Colorado Coalition for School IPM is an effort by Colorado State University, “ s Seciety continues to. focus en the importance of academic achievement, the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agencg, Colorado Department of Agriculture, physical enviranment of schools should be addressed as ene of the cuitical factors
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, Colorado Department that influence academic eutcome.”
of Education, school districts, National Environmental Health Association and Shewvy Everett Jones-PAD, MPIE, JD; Division of Adolescent and Scheol Health, CDE

private pest control professionals




Why Should IPM be Important to You?

Integrated Pest Management or IPM is designed to minimize the risk of students and staff's exposure to pesticides.
IPM also reduces the risk of exposure to illnesses and diseases that may be transmitted by pests found in the
school environment (e.g. flies, mice, roaches, rats).

Improving Learning

Environments
through Integrated
Pest Management

U.S. Department of Education statistics show that more than 75% of

America’s schools were built before 1970. These older buildings As you continue to focus on the importance
with shifting foundations, openings around utility pipes and doors of academic achievement, the physical
and windows, provide greater access for pests to enter the school environment of the school should be addressed
facility. Therefore, managing pests in the school environment will as one of the critical factors that influence

continue to be a demand. Why not consider the advantages of IPM? academic outcome!

School IPM Benefits:

* IPM practices focus on utilizing pest exclusion, non—chemical
control strategies and low toxicity pesticides (only when
necessary). It minimizes students exposure to pesticide products
that could adversely affect students health and learning ability.

* IPM minimizes student exposure to products that could
potentially impair a child’s neurological functions or ability to
concentrate and remain alert. Because children have different
susceptibilities to chemical pesticides due to their physiological,
metabolic and behav!oral charactgrlst}cs when compared to adults, s I Iearning e ElBEIE
they are at greater risk for experiencing adverse health effects )
when exposed to pesticides that may be used in school buildings the importance of the health, safety

to manage pests. and environmental benefits of
School IPM?

* IPM minimizes student and staff exposure to Asthma triggers from
pests and pesticides. Recent studies indicate that about | in 10
school age children or 10% of the student population had Asthma Contact:
in 2009. Approximately 14 million school days are missed every Deborah Youns - CSU
year due to Asthma." g

deborah.young@colostate.edu

School Administrators and others who have decision making

responsibilities for pest management in and around school buildings : _
should know that a safer option exists. Why not consider the C!yde Hofliem = (E7
advantages of IPM as a pest management option in your school? wilson.clyde@epa.gov
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